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In this issue we are largely giving the whole shebang over to the subject of electric 
vans. We are doing this because we have noticed in certain rival magazines that 
the journalists are talking up electric vans and largely ignoring their drawbacks – of 

which there are many. Now I happen to know that many of our readers are at this 

moment pondering about whether they should dip a toe into this new and largely 

unchartered sea. And if they do so without all the relevant info at their fingertips, they 

could well get burned badly. So here we present a true, honest appraisal of what’s on 

offer, what are the benefits and what are the drawbacks. Read on and hopefully you’ll 

find the answers to all your questions within these pages. Meanwhile we also bring 

you our usual bright and breezy mix of news, views and features designed to help 

you hard-working guys and gals out there run your vans more cost-effectively and 

more safely. And don’t forget if you have missed any of our back issues, you’ll find 

them on our website www.tradevandriver.com

Matt, Editor
matthew@tradevandriver.com

ELECTRIC VAN SPECIAL

SMARTER. STRONGER. SAFER. VISIT ISUZU.CO.UK

All fuel consumption and emission values are based on the new WLTP (Worldwide Harmonised Light Vehicle Test Procedure) test cycle which uses 
real-world driving data. Official fuel economy for the standard Isuzu D-Max range in MPG (l/100km): Low 25.1–27.6 (10.2–11.2). Mid 31.4–36.4 
(7.8–9.0). High 36.0–39.4 (7.2–7.8). Extra-High 29.0–30.8 (9.2–9.7). Combined 30.7–33.6 (8.4–9.2). CO2 emissions 220–241 g/km. 

The Isuzu D-Max is Smarter Stronger Safer compared to previous model. Visit isuzu.co.uk for full details.

BEST WORKHORSE PICK-UP 
2013 – 2022

THE AWARD-WINNING 
ISUZU D-MAX Trade Trade VanVan Driver Driver

AWARDS
AWARDS

20222022It’s 10 out of 10 for the Isuzu D-Max as it claims 
Trade Van Driver's 'Best Workhorse Pick-Up' for 
the tenth consecutive year.

34305 Isuzu Trade Van Driver Award_Ad_210x297mm_AW.indd   134305 Isuzu Trade Van Driver Award_Ad_210x297mm_AW.indd   1 18/05/2022   15:2818/05/2022   15:28
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TVD NEWS

Almost half (45%) of vans, on average, between 
3.0-3.5 tonnes fail their MOT every year, while 
around a third of light commercial vehicles (LCVs) 

initially fail the test, new research suggests.
The average cost to repair a failed vehicle so it can 

pass the test is £143, leaving UK van drivers with an 
estimated £193 million bill, according to Volkswagen 
Commercial Vehicles.

The most common reasons for failure are damaged 
lights, faulty brakes and unsafe suspension, analysis 
of data from the Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency 
(DVSA) suggests

James Allitt, head of aftersales at Volkswagen 
Commercial Vehicles, said: “The figures reveal many 
vans are failing the MOT with simple maintenance issues 
that would be picked up by regular servicing and it’s 
leaving van drivers risking unwanted downtime and an 
unexpected repair bill to get back on the road.”

Separate analysis of the DVSA’s MOT Compliance 
Survey (2019–2020) by What Car?, released recently, 
found that 13.58% of vehicles that passed an MOT test 
should have failed. 

Random retests
A team of DVSA vehicle examiners retested a 

randomly selected sample of 1,671 vehicles, which had 
undergone an MOT test at test stations across the UK. It 
disagreed with the test outcomes in 16.82% of cases.

In 70.1% of cases, the DVSA found at least one defect 
which the MOT test station missed or had incorrectly 

recorded, while the DVSA experts disagreed with three 
or more defects in 56.5% of vehicles.

The DVSA examiners also felt that 3.23% of failures 
were worthy of a pass certificate.

Safety critical features such as the brakes and 
suspension were subject to the biggest discrepancy 
between the DVSA and MOT testers. Brakes had the 
highest number of misdiagnosed defects, at 17.74%, 
followed by the suspension (14.56%), tyres (13.22%) and 
lights, reflectors and electrical equipment (11.51%).  

Following its investigation, the DVSA issued 24 
disciplinary action recordings and 179 advisory warning 
letters to the vehicle test sites it visited. Between them, 
they were responsible for 12.1% of all vehicles retested 
by the Government agency. 

SHOCKING VAN MOT FAILURE RATE 
SHOWS LACK OF MAINTENANCE
UK van drivers left with an estimated £193 million repair bill~

A team of DVSA 
vehicle examiners 

retested a 
randomly selected 

sample of 1,671 
vehicles, which 
had undergone 
an MOT test at 
test stations 

across the UK. It 
disagreed with the 

test outcomes in 
16.82% of cases

The RAC has launched van breakdown 
cover amid the increasing number of 
commercial vehicles on UK roads.

As part of RAC Van Breakdown cover, 
RAC has created two new products – Van 
Lite and Van Total – both of which are 
intended for business and personal use.

Van Lite provides ‘rescue anywhere’ 
cover for three callouts a year, with a 10-
mile tow and a 20-mile taxi from the garage 
if the van can’t be fixed there and then.

Van Total offers the same business 
or personal ‘rescue anywhere’ cover 
but with unlimited callouts as well as 
a tow from anywhere in the UK and a 
choice of replacement van or overnight 
accommodation while the vehicle is 

being repaired. It also features advanced 
garage support and for businesses, the 
cover includes access to an online vehicle 
management portal which enables those 
responsible for several vehicles right up to 
larger fleets to set MOT reminders, update 
vehicle details and amend cover.

According to statistics from the 
Department for Transport (DfT) the number 
of vans on UK roads has increased by 
500,000 to 4.5 million in four years.

The stats show a 13% growth in light 
goods vehicles since 2017 and a 25% leap 
since 2014.

Siobhan Duffy, head of RAC Van 
Breakdown cover, said: “With 4.5m vans on 
the road being relied on by both businesses 

and increasing numbers of private 
individuals, we decided there was a real 
need in the breakdown market for specialist 
van cover.

“While our expert patrols have all the right 
tools and technology to get van drivers 
back on the road, there are inevitably times 
when vehicles need to be repaired at a 
garage which is an issue for customers 
who rely on their vans for work.

“This is why our Van Total cover provides 
van-for-van replacement so they can 
carry on working as normal. We also felt 
it was very important to provide ‘rescue 
anywhere’ cover that doesn’t involve forcing 
customers to upgrade to be rescued at 
home or at their business address.”

RAC launches special breakdown deals for light commercial vehicles

TVDNEWS

Ford Transit was the most stolen van Tracker 
recovered last year, accounting for 64% of all of its 
LCV recoveries, followed by the Mercedes-Benz 

Sprinter, Peugeot Boxer and Vauxhall Combo.
With keyless car entry systems becoming increasingly 

commonplace, it is no surprise that 89% of vans stolen 
and recovered by Tracker in 2021 were stolen without 
the thief having possession of the keys.

Keyless car theft accounted for 94% of all vehicles 
recovered by Tracker last year, reaching an all-time high. 

Clive Wain, head of police liaison for Tracker, said: 
“One of our most notable stolen LCV recoveries last 
year saw thieves use a company’s £30,000 Transit van 
to load up thousands of pounds worth of IT and plant 
equipment that was onsite worth over £200,000.

“If Essex police hadn’t been able to re-trace the van’s 
journey using its Tracker device, then it’s highly likely the 
stolen equipment would have never been found.”

Van owners and tradespeople need to be extra 
vigilant, because they often have more to lose than just 
their mode of transport, says Tracker.  

Tools left in vans
Tools and equipment worth thousands of pounds 

are frequently stored in vans too. According to a survey 
carried out by Screwfix, 49% of tradesmen leave tools 
and equipment in their vans overnight.

Tracker’s vehicle tracking systems are supported 
nationwide by UK police forces. Its detection units are 
fitted to more than 2,000 police patrol vehicles and 
throughout the national fleet of police helicopters that 
comprise the National Police Air Service (NPAS). 

“Whether the victim is a sole trader, small business or 
larger fleet operator, the theft of a van will have a financial 

impact such as the loss of work, cost of replacing 
tools and equipment and a likely increase in insurance 
premiums,” said Clive. 

“However, there are security barriers that can be used 
to deter thieves, such as CCTV, traditional steering wheel 
locks and wheel clamps.

“If the vehicle has a keyless entry system, when it’s 
not in use, place the van’s key fob into a signal blocking 
pouch which is lined with layers of metallic material. This 
will stop a key’s signal from being intercepted by would-
be thieves.

“In the event of a van being stolen, an SVR solution 
will significantly increase the chances of it being quickly 
recovered and returned before it’s sold on, stripped for 
parts or shipped abroad.”  

FORD TRANSIT TOPS THE LEAGUE FOR 
MOST STOLEN COMMERCIAL VEHICLE

Ford Transit –
top choice for 
thieves

A crackdown on private e-scooters is 
being recommended by the Parliamentary 
Advisory Council for Transport Safety 
(PACTS) after it found that 15 riders were 
killed on UK roads.

The independent body has collated 
records from the police, insurers and 
media for casualties involving e-scooters in 
2021. This shows almost 900 casualties, 
with 20% involving injuries to pedestrians 
and cyclists.

The Department for Transport’s 
(DfT) figures show that there were 484 
casualties involving e-scooters in 2020.

In a new report, The safety of private 
e-scooters in the UK, PACTS advises the 

DfT to adopt 14 safety regulations for 
their construction and use. These include 
a maximum speed limit of 12.5mph and 
mandatory helmets.

The report, funded by The Road 
Safety Trust, shows that in vital respects 
e-scooters are different from pedal cycles 
and should be assessed and regulated 
based on their own attributes.

Controversial issue
David Davies, PACTS executive director, 

said: “E-scooters are a controversial issue 
and risks to riders and pedestrians are 
increasingly apparent. The Government 
should act now to curb dangerous and 

illegal use. Even if the Government decides 
on the way forward soon, legislation will 
not take effect until sometime next year. 
They should take this opportunity to gather 
evidence and consult widely – something 
which should have happened before the 
rental trials started but was curtailed by the 
pandemic.”

PACTS is clear that rental e-scooters 
and their use are different in a number 
of respects from private e-scooters and 
private use. This will remain so. It said it will 
not be feasible to impose the sophisticated 
safety devices and management systems 
employed in the better rental schemes, on 
private e-scooters and users.

Crackdown recommended on illegal use of e-scooters
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Isuzu UK has introduced six new variants to the 
D-Max range, expanding the customer choice from 
11 to 17 models. The new versions mainly fall within 

the Business range, with automatic transmission now 
available for Utility Extended Cab, Utility Double Cab and 
DL20 Extended Cab vehicles, which were previously only 
offered with manual transmission. A rear differential lock 
is now available for Utility Single Cab, Utility Extended 
Cab and Utility Double Cab models, meaning the rear 
differential lock is now available across all levels of the 
Isuzu D-Max pick-up range.

The Utility models are ideally suited to hard-working 
environments, with features like an easily-cleanable 
vinyl floor covering and robust steel wheels, while the 
bumpers, door mirrors and door handles are made from 
hard-wearing and durable black plastic. 

Productive and comfortable
The Utility models also feature a wide range of safety 

features to ensure drivers are as productive, safe and 
as comfortable as possible, resulting in this award-
winning pick-up being anything but basic. Comfort and 

convenience are assured in this versatile pick-up thanks 
to automatic headlights with high-beam assist, automatic 
windscreen wipers, speed-sensitive power steering, DAB 
radio and a start&stop system.

Advanced safety system
With safety being of paramount importance, the 

Advanced Driver Assist Systems (ADAS) are standard on 
all models and include autonomous emergency braking, 
traffic sign recognition, intelligent speed limiter and lane 
departure warning and prevention included. 

Double Cab models further benefit from rear cross-
traffic alert, blind-spot monitoring and emergency 
lane-keeping assistance. These class-leading systems 
resulted in the Isuzu D-Max being awarded five stars in 
the latest Euro NCAP safety tests, a unique achievement 
for a pick-up.

The award-winning Isuzu D-Max range, which starts 
at £21,999 CVOTR +VAT, caters for every need and 
is available in single, extended or double cab body 
styles, further building on the appeal and flexibility of the 
versatile pick-up truck.

ISUZU EXPANDS D-MAX RANGE TO 
MAKE A TOTAL OF 17 VARIANTS

The Isuzu D-Max Utility

TVD NEWS

THE NEW GOUPIL G6
100% ELECTRIC, ZERO EMISSIONS

GOUPIL ELECTRIC LIGHT COMMERCIAL ROAD VEHICLES
WWW.BRADSHAWEV.COM/GOUPIL-ROAD-VEHICLES

OEM STYLE SIDEBARS

FOX RUNNING BOARDS

VULCAN SIDEBARS

STREAMLINE SIDEBARS

APOLLO SIDE STEPS

SIDEBARS
WWW.VANPIMPS.CO.UK

6 Unique Styles For The UK’s Most Popular Vans

0116 441 7550

A message from the staff...
Here at VanPimps, we can help your 
van conversion dreams come true. From 
lining carpets to insulation and all the way 
to conversion windows, we’ve got you 
covered.

We also stock a whole host of other 
upgrades, including PVC flooring, swivel 
seat bases and curtains. Our product range 
is endless, giving you multiple options for 
all areas of the van.

All of our products do exactly what they 
say and the extensive research from our 
team gives you defined quality accessories 
for a great price.

With the recent move to our 30,000+ sq 
ft warehouse at Sileby in Leicestershire, we 
have a permanent showroom, giving you 
the chance to get your hands on our van 
accessories and meeting our helpful team.

The vanlife scene has never been bigger, 
with a whole host of people experimenting 

for the ultimate build. In fact, many people 
have realised that having a van on their 
driveway gives them massive freedom to 
travel in their home on wheels, rather than 
booking flights to another country.

If you are looking to get your van ready 
for those adventure-of-a-lifetime trips, 
check out Instagram for inspiration, visit our 
website or even give us call!
• www.vanpimps.co.uk, Instagram:  
@vanpimps, tel: 0116 441 7550

Van Pimps has everything you need to customise your vehicles
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One of the biggest barriers to the adoption of 
electric light commercials is the UK’s battery 
recharging infrastructure – or lack thereof. For 

many of those living in a terraced house in a city centre 
with no off-street parking, plugging in an electric vehicle 
to charge it can be a problem. 

Furthermore, if an electric van driver crosses the 
country for a job and needs to recharge the battery, will 
there be a rapid charger available?

“While the van market saw a record electric uptake 
last year it remains some distance behind cars, with 
electric vans making up just 3.6% of new registrations,” 
says Mike Hawes, chief executive, Society of Motor 
Manufacturers and Traders. 

“The speed of uptake must be increased, which 
requires attractive incentives and a significant investment 
in charging points in every region of the UK.”

Action being taken
With sales of new diesel and petrol vans set to end 

in 2030, the government is responding with a £1.6bn 
spending programme, which – it says – should help 
put 300,000 public chargers in place in eight years’ 
time. 

That’s ten times the number of chargers available now 
and almost five times the number of service station fuel 
pumps, the Department for Transport (DfT) points out.

The programme includes a £450m Local Electric 
Vehicle Infrastructure (LEVI) fund to boost on-street 
charging and the establishment of local charging hubs. 
A LEVI pilot scheme has just been launched to allow 
local authorities to bid for a share of £10m in funding to 
increase public charging opportunities.

The existing £950m Rapid Charging Fund is 
supporting the rollout of at least 6,000 high-powered 

super-fast charge points across England’s motorways by 
2035.

All the charging points will have to be easy for drivers 
to use – and reliable, says the government. “Under 
the Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Strategy, charging 
will become easier and cheaper than refuelling a 
petrol or diesel vehicle, while drivers will be able to 
use contactless payment, compare charging prices 
and find nearby charge points via apps,” says a DfT 
spokesperson.

RAC calls for reliability
“It’s pleasing that the government recognises the value 

of mandating contactless and will also set ambitious 
reliability targets so far as the charge points themselves 
are concerned,” says Nicholas Lyes, head of policy at 
the RAC. “Many current and would-be electric vehicle 
drivers worry that charging units will be out of order 
when they arrive to charge their vehicles, so it is vitally 
important that this is addressed.”

Nicholas is concerned, however, that the planned 
300,000 charging points may be insufficient to meet 
likely demand.

Among the companies already installing these 
charging points is motorway services operator Moto. It is 
adding 24 high-power points across its sites at Swansea 
(M4 Junction 47), Exeter (M5 Junction 30) and Burton-in-
Kendal (M6 northbound Junctions 35/36) .

Capable of delivering up to 350kW, they will be 
supplied with 100% net-zero carbon energy from 

Gridserve’s solar farms, accept contactless payment 
and are said to be capable of delivering up to 100 miles 
of range in under ten minutes. Twelve of them are being 
installed at Exeter services in what Moto is describing as 
an EV super hub. A dozen more are set to follow later in 
the year.

Moto operates 61 motorway service areas and says 
that it is on track to go beyond the government’s target 
of six rapid chargers at each one by 2023.

Meanwhile, bp pulse has announced that it is pumping 
£1bn into ultra-fast charging facilities. They will be set 
up on existing fuel forecourts and in dedicated charging 
hubs.

One drawback of so many public charging bays is that 
they are simply too small to accommodate an electric 
3.5-tonner easily. As a consequence, the driver may end 
up parking across two bays.

Says one industry insider: “This is something that really 
needs addressing – and soon. If you are sitting across 
two bays then you are in effect blocking access to a 
charger that somebody may be desperate to use.”

Vans for the job
Businesses are being offered an ever-widening choice 

of electric vans of varying sizes and capabilities. Among 
the latest arrivals is DFSK’s EC35. Distributed in the UK 
by Innovation Automotive – and fitted with a 39kWh 
battery – the EC35 offers a 4.8cu m cargo area, a 
payload capacity of up to 1,015kg and a claimed range 
of up to 166 miles if you are limited to 50mph.

Opt for a version that is limited to 62mph and your 
range falls to just over 100 miles. Such speed restrictions 
are unlikely to tempt businesses that regularly need to 
tackle long-distance intercity motorway runs, but EC35 is 
not tailored to appeal to them. 

The company and its products are more likely to catch 
the eye of operators on last-mile city centre delivery work 
with vehicles that are lucky to reach 30mph in congested 
traffic. 

GET YOUR VANS CONNECTED 
FOR A TRULY ELECTRIC FUTURE

Despite a big effort to encourage drivers to switch to 
electric vehicles, in many cases the infrastructure is left 
wanting. Steve Banner assesses the landscape

Oxford is 
introducing the 
UK’s first Zero 
Emission Zone 
on nine central 
streets as a pilot 
programme

~

While the van 
market saw a 

record electric 
uptake last year 
it remains some 
distance behind 

cars, with electric 
vans making up 
just 3.6% of new 

registrations
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Among the 
latest electric 
van arrivals is 
DFSK’s EC35

The E-Transit is 
competitively-
priced and 
offers a range of 
up to 196 miles, 
according to the 
Blue Oval

The Citroen 
e-Berlingo is 
now on sale

Vauxhall offers 
the Vivaro-e

Aftersales support is being provided by Halfords 
Autocentre from an initial 51 locations. 

While the front-end acquisition cost of electric vans 
may still be high, maintenance bills may be as much 
as 40 per cent lower than those generated by the 
equivalent diesel models.

All EC35s are supported by a three-year roadside 
assistance package from new provided by the AA. 
There’s also a five-year/75,000-mile warranty, which 
reflects the fact that they are unlikely to be high-mileage 
vehicles.

While Innovation Automotive might be a newcomer 
to the motor industry, it is staffed by experienced 
automotive professionals. The CEO, Paul Brigden, was 
operations director at Mitsubishi’s UK importer until the 

brand decided to withdraw from the market in 2021.

Future Fords
Moving up the size and weight scale, there’s a model 

likely to have more of an impact on the battery-electric 
light commercial sector than any other, given Ford’s 
continued leadership of the overall van market – and the 
power of the Transit name. 

Now on sale, the E-Transit is competitively-priced and 
offers a range of up to 196 miles according to the Blue 
Oval. Buyers can opt for either a 135kW or a more-
powerful 198kW electric motor.

Payload capacities go up to 1,758kg says Ford. 
E-Transit can recoup from 15 per cent to 80 per cent of 
the 68kWh battery pack’s capacity in 34 minutes from a 

115kW DC fast charger, it adds.
E-Transit can be equipped with ProPower 

Onboard. That means it can deliver up to 
2.3kW from standard plug sockets in the cab 
and load area to power refrigeration units and 
ancillary lights. It can also charge up portable 
tools such as drills.

That feature could make it especially 
appealing to tradespeople such as plumbers 
and electricians, who spend much of their 
working day on building sites.

Horses for courses
The increased willingness of manufacturers 

of electric vans to offer a choice of ranges and 
power outputs shows that they appreciate that 
customers have different usage patterns. 

Some are happy with a smaller battery pack 
(which should mean a lower front-end price) 
and thus a shorter range because it means 

they can carry more weight 
– and the heavy cargo they 
transport is always delivered 
locally. Others are happier with 
a bigger pack and a longer 
range because their loads are 
not weight-sensitive and they 
need to travel further.

Last year the government 
reduced the plug-in grant to 
support the acquisition of 
large electric vans (2.5- to 
3.5-tonnes) from £8,000 to 
£5,000. Grants for smaller 
vans grossing at less than 2.5 
tonnes were reduced from 
£3,000 to £2,500.

The grant scheme will now 
run until 2024/25 however. 
Says Mike: “The extension is 
welcome as it will encourage 
more operators to make the switch to electric vehicles 
over the next three years.”

Another important incentive remains in place. 
Drivers with car licences who would normally be 
restricted to a 3.5-tonner can continue to drive electric 
light commercials grossing at up to 4.25 tonnes, to 
compensate for the weight of the batteries.

EVs in the zone
The roll-out of more and more electric vans coincides 

with a roll-out of CAZs – Clean Air Zones – in cities such 
as Bath, Birmingham and Portsmouth. As things stand, 
a Euro 6 diesel can enter a CAZ without attracting a 
penalty, but the example of Oxford could be a harbinger 
of developments to come.

The city is introducing the UK’s first ZEZ - Zero 
Emission Zone - on nine central streets as a pilot 
programme. Policed with ANPR (Automatic Number 
Plate Recognition) cameras, it is in force from 7am 

to 7pm, seven days a week – and could eventually 
encompass the entire city centre.

Drive into the zone in a zero-emission electric light 
commercial during these hours and there will be no 
charge. Enter it in anything that produces exhaust 
emissions and drivers will pay a fee of from £2 to £10, 
depending on the vehicle.

Eager adopters of CAZs such as Bath & North East 
Somerset Council will undoubtedly be watching the pilot 
unfold with keen interest. 

Diesel vans that do not meet Euro 6 attract a £9 daily 
charge every time they enter Bath under a CAZ that is in 
force 24/7. Non-compliant trucks are hit by a £100 daily 
levy.

If the ZEZ is successful, then Oxford might not be the 
only city to introduce such a policy over the next few 
years. 

It would scarcely be surprising if Bath and other cities 
with historically-significant centres follow suit.
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Ford’s latest Go Electric report has uncovered 
that, while there are more electric vehicles on the 
road, the UK’s knowledge of electric vans still lags 

behind. 
The report includes the views of 500 van drivers in 

the UK and found considerable gaps in their knowledge 
of electric vans and the possible benefits to their 
businesses, leading to barriers preventing full electric 
adoption. This comes as the first jumbo E-Transits 
are delivered and the smaller E-Transit Custom is 
announced.

Range anxiety is seen as one of the main concerns 
of van drivers, with the average range of an electric van 
thought to be under 70 miles. This is three times less 
than the actual range of the E-Transit, offering a range of 
up to 196 miles.

The pressures around time management continue, 
with almost half (44%) of van drivers believing they 
wouldn’t be able to fit charging time into their working 
schedule. This may stem from a lack of charging options 
available, with only 20% of respondents saying there are 
always charging points available at work and over half 
(52%) saying they don’t have access at home. 

On top of this, only 42 per cent of van drivers said 

they knew how to charge an electric vehicle.
Drivers of company-owned electric vans were 

concerned about being out of pocket, with 7-in-10 
(71%) flagging up that they are unsure how they’d get 
reimbursed for electricity costs if they charged their 
company vehicle at home. 

As the UK edges closer to 2030, when the ban on 
the sale of new combustion engine powered vehicles 
will come into force, cost still remains a concern among 
van drivers, with the outright cost of new vehicles (16%) 
being the biggest financial concern.

For businesses, almost one third (29%) stated that 
the initial infrastructure cost of introducing electric vans 
would be too much of a burden for themselves or their 
business. 

In fact, recent statistics from the SMMT revealed that 
commercial vehicles account for 13% of vehicles on the 
road (4,604,861), yet data from 2021 showed only 0.3% 
were fully electric or plug in hybrids.      

Optimism for the future
Despite some drivers having concerns, there is 

optimism around the future of electric vans too, with 
almost half (49 per cent) believing electric vans will be 
the most common type of van on Britain’s roads within 
the next 10 years – with only nine per cent disagreeing. 

On this, more than a third (36%) said they or their 
employer plan on switching to electric vans within the 
next four to six months and nearly two-fifths (38 per 
cent) said they thought it was a smart investment.

Showcasing the power of the green pound, over a 
quarter (26%) of van drivers believed their company 
would be perceived more positively for driving electric 
vans. Similarly, almost half (48%) believed if their 

TVD ELECTRIC VANS

Busting some of the misconceptions 
around range anxiety and reducing vehicle 
down time, the newly-introduced Ford 
Pro software, available on E-Transit and 
E-Transit Custom to come, has a host of 
new features to help support van drivers:
• Ford Pro Intelligence includes features 
within their vehicles that enable customers 
to better manage and maintain their fleets, 
such as live vehicle health and telematics 
data, improved vehicle uptime, safety and 

security and improving overall productivity
• Ford Pro helps businesses set up and 
map out the charging infrastructure, be it 
at home, depot or on the public network 
and Ford telematics tools keep an eye 
on range, nearest charge points and any 
required maintenance
• Charging network operators combine 
into one ‘Blue Oval’ network, helping fleet 
systems to identify at home charging and 
reimburse drivers

• Digital dashboards help businesses 
manage when to start and stop charging 
vehicles to avoid peak times. Charging can 
also be assigned per route, so vehicles 
aren’t fully charged when they won’t need 
it
• Smart support through FordLiive can 
access the latest 60 days of vehicle health 
to provide the best advice, anticipate 
upcoming maintenance needs and reduce 
turnaround times

Ford Pro software helps bust those old electric vehicle myths

RANGE AND PRICE 
MAIN STUMBLING 
BLOCKS FOR 
ELECTRIC VANS
New Ford study aims to smooth 
the way towards green transport 
for trade van users

colleagues or friends were to buy an electric vehicle, it 
would positively impact their work and lifestyle.

Over half (52%), also agreed with the statement that 
they, or their company, is planning on making the switch 
to an electric van because they’re ‘really cool’!

Mandy Dean, commercial vehicle director, Ford of 
Britain, said: “With the Ford Transit being the best-selling 
vehicle in the UK, tackling the concerns of Britain’s 
workforce is an important task in helping the nation go 
green and make the switch to electric. 

All on board
“Understanding people’s perceptions of electric 

vehicles is vital to making sure we’re all on board, 
including within the vital commercial vehicle segment 
which is so important for keeping the UK’s economy 
growing. Our research report shows while there are 
concerns about the switch, van drivers seem willing to 
embark on the journey to go green and Ford Pro has the 
capabilities to make the switch easier.

“With concerns around being out pocket, a key 
worry for drivers, we’ve introduced simplified billing and 
administration via Ford Pro Charging software, which 
means that fleet drivers can charge at home and the 
energy cost will be exactly calculated and sent to their 
business for reimbursement.”
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Ford has taken another major step in its 

electrification transformation by revealing first 
details of the all-new, all-electric, E-Transit Custom. 

Following hot on the heels of the all-electric E-Transit that 
began production in March – and the first of four further 
all-electric commercial vehicles Ford Pro will introduce 
by 2024 – the E-Transit Custom is designed to set a new 
benchmark in Europe’s one-tonne van segment and help 
businesses across the region to effortlessly make the 
change to electrified vehicles.

The all-electric successor to Europe’s best-selling 
van and the UK’s best-selling vehicle it is designed 
from the ground-up to fit seamlessly into the Ford Pro 
ecosystem of productivity-enhancing, value-adding 
solutions. E-Transit Custom will be supported by Ford 
Pro software, charging, service and financing solutions 
via one comprehensive platform to help increase uptime 
and reduce operating costs.

Bold commitment
The newest addition to Ford Pro’s electrified line-up 

will be a key component in Ford’s commitment to reach 
zero emissions for all Ford vehicle sales in Europe and 
carbon neutrality across its European footprint by 2035.

E-Transit Custom’s all-electric architecture helps to 
deliver a targeted driving range of up to 236 miles, 3 DC 
fast-charging and full towing capability – not to mention 
dynamic new styling. In addition, the new van will help 
take productivity to new levels using sophisticated 
connectivity to enable always-on relationships. 

“This is a watershed moment for commercial vehicle 
operators in Europe and another hugely significant 
realisation of our Ford Pro ambitions,” said Hans Schep, 
general manager, Ford Pro, Europe. “Europe’s best-
selling van just went all-electric and – supported by our 
unique Ford Pro one-stop-shop of productivity-boosting 
services – the operating benefits this will bring to 
business across Europe cannot be overstated.”

In-depth insights
Among features developed using in-depth insights 

from van users to ensure E-Transit Custom provides an 
unmatched customer experience, ProPower Onboard 
technology will provide exportable power for tools, lights 
and devices while on site.

With an expressive design, E-Transit Custom is a 
working vehicle that companies of all sizes will be proud 
to have as a trusted partner for their business. Featuring 
rebalanced proportions, a confident stance and full LED 
lighting, the new model will set a distinctive new design 
benchmark in the one-tonne segment.

Earlier this year Ford announced that by 2024, four 
further new all-electric vehicles will join the E-Transit two-
tonne van as part of the iconic Transit family, including 
the Transit Custom and Transit Courier vans, as well as 
Tourneo Custom and Tourneo Courier people movers.

The all-electric E-Transit Custom will enter production 
in the second half of 2023 – part of the most extensive 
Transit Custom range ever offered to European 
customers. 

E-TRANSIT CUSTOM REVEALED
Full scale production of new electric model due to start next year

This is a 
watershed 

moment for 
commercial 

vehicle 
operators in 
Europe and 

another hugely 
significant 

realisation of 
our Ford Pro 

ambitions

Isuzu Grafter 

Isuzu 3.5T Euro 6 
Isuzu trucks are robust and adaptable enough to suit any 
number of different applications. 
The 3.5T Grafter chassis cab is available with either single 
or twin rear wheels. The standard ‘Driveaway’ vehicle 
body options include Dropside, Tipper and Utilitruck. 

www.isuzutruck.co.uk
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The Government has been pushing van owners 
towards electric vehicles for some time now – 
largely ignoring many of the drawbacks involved 

and to the point where many LCV traders are sick of 
hearing about it.

Now finally, we are hearing the voice of sense – albeit 
a lone voice in the wilderness at present, it seems. 

Peter Golding, managing director at the fleet software 
specialist FleetCheck, pointed out that a variety of 
businesses already felt that they had applications for 
which current electric van designs would never be 
suitable, leaving diesel as their only option.

He said: “Some of our customers are telling us that 
they feel caught in a difficult situation. As they see it, 
there are some jobs for which electric vans are unlikely to 
ever make sense – for example, where very long range 
is needed, where there is a lack of charging facilities in 
remote areas, or where there is a need to keep moving 
during power cuts. They believe that this leaves them 
no choice other than to operate diesel vans until the 
technology changes

Residual value fears
“However, they also foresee a point fairly soon when 

they’ll no longer want to buy new diesel vans because of 
concerns over future residual values as the market shifts 
to electrification towards the end of the decade. If you 
keep your vehicles for five or six years, this is a concern.

“Essentially, what some are planning to do is keep a 
handful of diesel vans indefinitely and there is a possibility 
that they already own these vans now. They see no 
choice but hanging onto these vehicle is something that 
is going to create a whole range of operational issues.”

A recent study by Right Fuel Card found 95% of its 
customer base had no intention to move to EVs in the 
next 12 months.

The survey showed that cost remains the highest 
rated barrier to switching across all industries. Barriers 
then become more nuanced depending on the industry’s 
needs.

Transport firms highlighted an almost complete lack of 
infrastructure for larger vehicles, while couriers and even 
taxi firms pointed out that the time to charge was too 
slow, leaving them with expensive, unproductive time.

Unexpected results
David James, sales director at Right Fuel Card, said: 

“The results were unexpected given the drive to move to 
alternative fuels, but given the current cost of living crisis, 
businesses have become even more cost sensitive. We 
absolutely want to support our customers’ switch to 
alternative fuels and we have an ever-increasing product 
range to meet the changing needs of our customers. 
We’re looking forward to being able to offer a wide range 
of cards which would reflect the wider range of fuels that 
vehicles will be using in the years ahead.”

Peter said a key challenge will be ensuring older diesel 
vans are kept in a safe and roadworthy condition.

He added: “It’s no exaggeration to suggest that, by 
the turn of the decade, some fleets may already be 
operating a number of diesel vans that have been in 
service for nearly a decade with no plans to take them 
out of service.

“There appear to be two scenarios. One is that fleets 
will want to keep some diesels rather than use EVs 
because they are used intensively, the other is that they 

will be used infrequently as a flexible back-up. Both 
of these situations create maintenance problems. 
Keeping a 10-year-old van covering 30,000 miles 
a year in a good state of repair is expensive and 
difficult; ensuring a rarely used van is always ready 
to go is almost equally tricky.

“We believe that the ideal solution would be 
for the UK government to introduce an effective 
road hydrogen strategy, giving these fleets a more 
flexible, zero emissions alternative to diesel in 
the long term but there is simply no sign of this 
happening. In our view, this is a mistake.

“The only other outcome, in our view, is that there 
is a technological shift in either electric van range or 
the charging infrastructure that resolves the issues 
that these fleets believe make ongoing diesel van 
necessary – but it’s difficult to envisage what this 
would look like.”

VAN USERS SAY ELECTRIC VEHICLES 
WILL NEVER WORK FOR THEM
Two studies prove what this magazine has been saying for a long time

~

There are 
some jobs for 
which electric 

vans are 
unlikely to ever 
make sense – 
for example, 
where very 

long range is 
needed, where 
there is a lack 

of charging 
facilities in 

remote areas

Q. How serious is the problem of drink 

and drugs in the workplace is in Britain at 

present? Is it getting worse as time goes by 

and has it worsened post-Covid?

A. There has been a problem with drugs 

and alcohol in Britain for many years. 

This becomes even more dangerous when 

people attend their jobs while still under 

the influence of drugs and alcohol as their 

abilities are impaired and they become not 

only a danger to themselves, but to others.

During the pandemic, we have seen a rise 

in people abusing certain drugs due to the 

anxiety and stress the situation caused. Now 

most people are back to usual working, this 

poses an extra danger as there are more 

people at work while still under the influence.

Q. In the transport sector is this a problem 

just with drivers or does it extend to others?

A. The problem extends across all areas of 

the transport sector. For people who unload 

lorries, this often involves using a forklift 

truck. If someone is driving one of these 

under the influence of drugs and alcohol 

there are risks. For warehouse workers, there 

is the increased chances of tripping and 

knocking things over just to name a few. 

Obviously actual drivers can cause serious 

accidents if they crash into something and 

someone, so it is important that all drivers 

are checked to be fit to work.

Q. What products does Dräger produce 

that will help combat this problem and how 

exactly do they work?

A. We have solutions for both drug and 

alcohol testing. We offer saliva-based drug 

testers which can test for up to eight different 

commonly abused substances. We have 

noticed saliva testing becoming more popular 

in recent years due to it being a less invasive 

testing method in comparison to more 

traditional urine and blood tests. 

For alcohol testing we have a series of 

Alcotest breathalysers suitable for all types of 

alcohol testing and to fit any budget.

One other product we offer is our Interlock 

7000, which is an alcohol ignition interlock 

device which prevents a person under the 

influence of alcohol from starting the vehicle. 

Q. I am the boss of a company which wants 

to set up an anti drink/drive programme but 

have no idea how to go about it. Can you 

give me some tips? 

A. Firstly, it is worth having a drug and 

alcohol policy review, if you have one existing, 

and making sure it reflects your requirements 

and that you are comfortable with what it 

contains. If you do not have a policy, then 

we can help you to get one written up. Once 

you have a policy and you are happy with 

it, we can offer training to yourself and your 

staff as to why it is important to carry out 

drug and alcohol testing. We can also train 

dedicated members of staff to carry out the 

testing if this is the route you wish to take. If 

you want somebody to come in and do the 

testing for you, we can also help with that. We 

see different businesses opting for different 

options depending on how comfortable they 

feel testing their own staff.

Q. If I set up an anti-drink/drive programme 

in my firm, my workers would be most upset 

and accuse me of not trusting them. How can 

I persuade them that it is a good idea for all?

A. Some of the training we offer looks to 

educate staff members at why drug and 

alcohol testing is important so this can be a 

helpful first step.

You also must consider what for you, as 

a business owner, the cost that a drug or 

alcohol-related accident can have on your 

business, both financially and reputation wise. 

One accident can lose your business millions 

of pounds and cause irreversible reputational 

damage.

At the end of the day, bringing in a drug 

and alcohol testing programme is to increase 

safety so everyone can go home safe when 

their shifts end.

Q. Can you tell us a little more about the 

‘Interlock 7000’.  We know a good number 

of businesses that have got this system and 

speak highly of it

A. the Interlock is simply a breathalyser 

hardwired into a vehicle which does not allow 

the engine to start without first providing 

a negative breath test. The device can be 

equipped with a camera, a GPS and/or a 

mobile data transfer module, according to 

specific customer requirements. 

We now have many customers within the 

transport sector who have adopted the 

Interlocks into their fleets and the feedback 

has been excellent. 

CV Driver magazine meets Adam Barker, marketing manager - impairment at Dräger

How Dräger helps tackle the age-old problem 
of drink and drugs in the workplace

There has been a problem with drugs and alcohol in the workplace in Britain for many years

TVDSPONSORED EDITORIAL
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Van Drivers Daily 
Walkaround Checks
Choose our numbered duplicate 
books or digital smartphone app
•  Simplify walkaround checks
•  Fulfil undertakings
•  Comply with Road Traffic Act
•  Help ensure roadworthiness
•  Create robust audit trail
• Avoid business disruption
• Books from £1.20 each
• Smartphone app £1 per vehicle per week

Van Drivers Check Advert.indd   1 02/04/2019   16:49

HP Taxis, Prins Alternative Fuel Systems and 
SBL-Automotive have revealed their evolution 
of the LEVC TX taxi and VN5 van. The evolution 

has seen the development of a bifuel system for the 
range extender engine, allowing it to adopt alternative 
and renewable fuels in place of petrol. These fuels are 
Compressed Natural Gas (CNG), Liquefied Petroleum 
Gas (LPG), Biomethane and Biopropane.

Adopting these fuels allows carbon emissions from the 
range extender engine to be reduced by 10% when LPG 
is used, 20% when CNG is used and by 99% for these 
fuels’ renewable counterparts of biomethane (in place of 
CNG) and biopropane (in place of LPG). Biomethane and 
biopropane can both be made from waste feedstocks 
such as food waste, farm waste and sewage and both 
are in volume production already. 

Drop in replacement
Biomethane and biopropane are ‘drop in’ replacement 

fuels for CNG and LPG and require no changes to 
refuelling infrastructure or to a vehicle already evolved 
with a bi-fuel fuel system (CNG or LPG). All of these fuels 
are available today and also offer 30-50% operating cost 
savings. Further savings are expected as biomethane 

and biopropane 
volumes continue 
to ramp up.

The evolution of 
the TX and VN5 
was first revealed 
during London 
Climate Action 
Week.

The bi-fuel 
system consists 
of the following 
components:
• Prins VSI-3 DI 
system
• LPG/biopropane fuel tank or CNG/biomethane fuel 
tank
• LPG/biopropane vaporiser or CNG/biomethane 
pressure regulator (both warmed by
engine coolant)
• Gaseous fuel injectors
• Bi-fuel ECU

l For full details, visit:www.bi-fuel-taxis-lcvs.com

BIOFUEL MOVE FOR LEVC TAXI AND VAN
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Q. What does Vision UK do and how long 

have you been in this field?

A. We have been specialising in camera 

systems since 2005 and this has remained 

the core focus of the business ever since.

Q. What is your core market?  

A. Construction logistics, general haulage, 

roadside collection and high street/home 

distribution.

Q. With you offering LDVS, FORS and CLOCS 

compliant packages, what are the most 

popular package/equipment options?

A. Our most popular package is a four 

camera 360 degree recording system which 

we describe as our FORS Gold package. This 

system provides extremely good value, high 

reliability and easy recovery and playback of 

video footage. 

Q. Do you offer IT support for DVR systems 

that you provide? 

A. Yes, we offer a range of remote IT support 

services which are all provided at no cost.  

These include telephone support and when 

required we will remotely connect to the 

customer’s computer via a secure VPN to 

help them resolve any issues they have.

Q. Along with the equipment for HGVs, have 

you found the need for equipment on LCVs 

has become more popular?  

A. Yes, we have and there are a couple 

of different drivers behind this. Firstly, 

contractors working to CLOCS guidelines 

have to make sure vehicles over 3.5 tonnes 

meet the requirements of FORS Silver, which 

means at the very least the vehicle requires 

an audible left turn manoeuvring alarm to 

be fitted, although in many cases blind spot 

cameras and proximity sensors will also 

be required. Secondly, LCV operators have 

historically mostly fitted crash type front 

camera recording devices. However, we have 

seen an increasing demand from operators 

delivering expensive food and drink products, 

carrying cash, or delivering expensive 

consumer goods fitting multiple camera 

systems so that 

the driver and the 

operator are better 

protected against 

accusations of 

theft and claims 

that goods have 

not been delivered 

or were delivered 

damaged.

Q. If you were 

kitting out a van/

truck with one of 

your most popular 

vehicle safety 

camera systems, 

what is the 

downtime for that 

vehicle and for you 

do to the work?

A. To install a 

FORS Gold system 

on an HGV typically 

requires 8-10 

engineer hours.   

Q. Do you have 

any advice for 

someone looking 

to kit one-10 

vehicles out 

with one of your 

packages?

A. We would recommend systems that 

provide vision and proximity detection in the 

vehicle blind spots and record full 360 degree 

video around the vehicle. So basically, similar 

to our FORS Gold system but with more or 

fewer cameras as appropriate. 

Q. Any top tips when looking for safety 

systems?

A. Make sure if you are ordering a safety 

system to meet a specific vehicle operator 

scheme, the system meets the requirements 

of that scheme. It is a personal bias but 

for the reasons given previously I don’t 

think there is any 

good reason for not 

including a video 

recording capability 

with any system, 

so I would always 

recommend investing 

in recording equipment.

I further believe we are approaching a 

cross-over point where emerging technology 

will make a step change in improving vehicle 

safety. 

In particular, it is the development of 

cameras with built-in pedestrian and cyclist 

detection capability that will add a significant 

capability upgrade, so anyone looking at 

buying a camera-based safety system today, 

or operators with existing systems following 

the ethos of continuous improvement, should 

start looking at these cameras as they work 

extremely well and are that much more 

expensive than standard cameras.  

By the end of this year, we aim to be 

offering these cameras as the standard option 

on our systems, as a plug and play update to 

legacy systems, and to be installed as stand-

alone safety devices. 

Vision UK offers perfect all-round 
sight for improved truck safety
Trade Van Driver magazine sits down for a chat with managing director Rick Treharne

Vision UK’s Blind Spot Pedestrian Detection Camera
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Frodsham Business Centre, Frodsham, Cheshire WA6 7FZ

www.vision-uk.co.uk 2019 Driver “Blind Spot” 
Vision and 360 degree 

Recording Systems

Blind Spot Vision System for Construction Logistic 
Operators

Vision UK
Frodsham Business Centre, Frodsham, Cheshire WA6 7FZ

www.vision-uk.co.uk

For 2019 Vision UK are introducing our CLOCS+ 
System that embraces the spirit of the FORS and 
CLOCS schemes to provide an even higher level of 
driver assistance than is required by the guidelines.

This system adds a Front Blind Spot Camera and 
Close Proximity Detection System to the stand-
ard CLOCS systems, simultaneously providing 
the driver with vision and proximity detection 
across the  front and along the side of the vehicle.

2019 Driver “Blind Spot” 
Vision and 360 degree 

Recording Systems

Blind Spot Vision System for Construction Logistic 
Operators

Vision UK
Frodsham Business Centre, Frodsham, Cheshire WA6 7FZ

www.vision-uk.co.uk

For 2019 Vision UK are introducing our CLOCS+ 
System that embraces the spirit of the FORS and 
CLOCS schemes to provide an even higher level of 
driver assistance than is required by the guidelines.

This system adds a Front Blind Spot Camera and 
Close Proximity Detection System to the stand-
ard CLOCS systems, simultaneously providing 
the driver with vision and proximity detection 
across the  front and along the side of the vehicle.

For 2019 Vision UK are introducing 
our CLOCS+ System that embraces 
the spirit of the FORS and CLOCS 

schemes to provide an even higher 
level of driver assistance than is 

required by the guidelines

●  Blind Spot Vision System for Construction 

Logistic Operators

●  Vision and Recording System for Construction 

Logistic Operators

● High Resolution WDR Cameras

www.vision-uk.co.uk
VISION-UK, 43 Westminster Chambers, Hunter Street, Chester CH1 2HR 

Tel: 0800 731 3316 Fax: 0800 731 3317 E-mail: info@vision-uk.co.uk

Vision UK, the UK’s 
No1 supplier of vehicle 
vision systems, now offer 
three system packages 
specifi cally designed to 
meet the requirements of 
the different FORS levels 
and CLOCS scheme.

Ready for FORS?

Untitled-3   1 20/02/2018   14:11

vision-uk-thissun.indd   1 19/09/2018   13:19

For 2020, Vision UK is offering safety 
equipment meeting the requirements 
of DVS, FORS and CLOCS schemes, 

to provide a higher level of driver 
assistance than is required by the 

guidelines

l Blind Sport Vision System for Construction Logistic Operators

l Vision and Recording System for Construction Logistic Operators

l High Resolution WDR Cameras

l Compliance systems (LDVS-70 SD or HD)

l CLOCS-70 system (system updated for 2020 with HD cameras

Proactively 
detect risky 
and distracted 
driving 
behaviours
With our innovative technology, you can 
identify and assess risky and distracted 
driving behaviours that might not be 
detected by traditional telematics.

Connect with us today!
Visit lytx.com/lytx-surfsight-solutions
for more information.

©2021 Lytx Inc. All rights reserved. 0221-SUR-300-176

For 2021, Vision UK is offering safety 
equipment meeting the requirements of 

DVS, FORS and CLOCS schemes, to provide 
a higher level of driver assistance than is 

required by the guidlines

TVD SPONSORED EDITORIAL
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SAVE ON 
YOUR VAN 
INSURANCE 
Our van insurance policy 
benefits can include:

 M Tools in transit

 M Personal possessions cover

 M Breakdown cover 
 �  Plus much more...

Call our UK team today on 

0800 089 0203

adrianflux.co.uk
Authorised & regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

Trustpilot rating checked on 21st July 2022

HUGE RANGEMULTIPLE STYLES & COLOURS NEW

ROOF
BARS

CONVERSION
WINDOWS

HEADLIGHT
EYEBROWS

SCAN ME TO VIEW
THE RANGE!

0116 409 1078
WWW.WHOLESALEVANACCESSORIES.CO.UK

GIVE US A CALL & SET UP YOUR ACCOUNT TODAY

By Richard Drinkwater, 
marketing,  

PR and business 
development manager at SV 

Tech

At SvTech, we are 
constantly dealing with 
overloading issues across 

a wide range of vehicles, from 
motorhomes and 4x4s to vans, 
minibuses and horseboxes, 
some more drastic than others. 

So it is with great interest that I 
regularly read the various tweets 
published by the DVLA, DVSA 
and highway police and then 
endeavour to help the offending 
party if at all possible. However, 
some are beyond help – and it is 
these stories I like to relate!

On July 28, Bristol Magistrates 
Court fined an operator £9,270 
and the driver £998.60 for 
running an overloaded 3,500kg 
van. A massive fine for a massive 
overload – the van weighed 
5,260kg (which is a 51% 
overload) and was fitted with a 
modified suspension in order to 
hide the overload, which didn’t 
actually work.

We have warned for years 
of this practice and, seemingly, 
the DVSA are now aware too. 
Bear in mind that every smart 
motorway has a weigh-in-
motion system installed and 
it is only a matter of time until 
serial offenders are caught and 
prosecuted.

It is not just the gross vehicle 
weights (GVWs) that are being 
overloaded but the gross 
train weights as well. In early 
August, a van rated at 3,500kg 
was weighed off at 6,010kg, a 
staggering 71% overload, with a 
rear axle overload of 76%. The 
total weight came in at 8,530kg, 
55% overloaded. In addition, the 
driver had no tachograph fitted.

Sadly there is no uprating 
solution available for this van, so 
the only thing for the operator 
would be to get an HGV and an 
operator’s licence. 

To top it off, the final mention 
has to go to the owner of a 

Mercedes-Benz Sprinter which 
was so full of foodstuffs that he 
exceeded his 3,500kg GVW by 
3,840kg (a 109% overload) – 
probably one of the biggest GVW 
overloads ever seen in a van. 

Unfortunately these cases are 
beyond SvTech’s help, but we 
are able to uprate most vans by 
up to 500kg, some even higher. 
The downside to going above 

3,500kg is the need for a tacho 
and speed limiter if using the van 
for commercial purposes, along 
with the Operator’s Licence. 

This can put a lot of people 
off but I would remind anyone 
thinking of overloading that it is a 
prosecutable offence, that their 
insurance would be invalidated 
in the event of an accident and 
most importantly, the safety of 

the van, driver and passenger(s) 
are at risk due to longer stopping 
distances. 

Take your van to a weighbridge 
and get an unladen weight (with 
a driver and full fuel), along with 
split axle weights. At least you 
will then know your starting point 
and can load it accordingly. If 
you are facing issues, speak to 
SvTech. Stay safe! 

HORROR STORIES FROM THE ROADSIDE
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01322 420300
brigade-electronics.com

You’re safer with us

Brigade’s NEW Dash Cams 
are equipped with high defi nition 

video capture and multiple recording modes. 
With the optional addition of a reversing or infrared 

LED internal camera, a Brigade dash cam is 
invaluable in the event of an incident.

1080p High defi nition video capture for clear 
incident recording
Wide angle camera lens for maximum view
Up to 30 frames per second for fast, smooth 
images
Wide Dynamic Range for improved detail in 
shadow and highlights
Multiple recording modes
Micro SD memory card (with locking option)
Audio
GPS module for location and speed tracking
Easy to use PC Software for downloading and 
viewing footage
Additional 2nd camera (DC-102 only) 

LED internal camera, a Brigade dash cam is 
invaluable in the event of an incident.

1080p High defi nition video capture for clear 

DC-101 DC-102 with 
reversing camera

DC-102 with internal 
infrared camera

Dash Cameras
Compact camera and recording systems

ULTIMATE VAN
ROOF RACK

van-guard.co.uk

Linings & Roof Racks
Shelving & Storage

Security & Protection
Vinyl Graphics

First stop for all your light commercial 
vehicle conversion needs

Tel: 01787 223739
web: www.fleetshield.co.uk

Untitled-1   1 28/03/2017   08:45

iveco-dealership.co.uk/guest-sherwood

SALES: 0121 553 2737

Birmingham 
Tel: 0121 359 5888
Cambridge 
Tel: 01223 861 371
Coventry 
Tel: 02476 584 488

Leicester 
Tel: 0116 226 5100
Norfolk 
Tel: 01842 880 088
Nottingham 
Tel: 0115 978 7274

Peterborough 
Tel: 01733 727 100
Sheffield 
Tel: 0114 269 3230
South Normanton 
Tel: 01773 863 311

Stoke-on-Trent 
Tel: 01782 214 490
West Bromwich 
Tel: 0121 553 2737
Winsford 
Tel: 01606 541 000

Wolverhampton 
Tel: 01902 352 888
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For more info call us on 0247 669 0000 
Visit trutac.co.uk or email sales@trutac.co.uk

Improve compliance, fleet maintenance and efficiency for vehicles and drivers.  

Manage processes in-line with Government guidelines and best practice to 

reduce risk, protect workers and minimise vehicle downtime. 

ALL-IN-ONE  
FLEET MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

 Driver on-boarding, training and compliance 

 Driver licence checking

Pre-route checks (vehicle, tasks, load)

 Expense management and eDoc control 

Hours, clocking, wages & lone working, holidays 

 Vehicle maintenance calendar and ePMI 

K E Y  F E A T U R E SK E Y  F E A T U R E S

DISCO
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R  

EARLY ADO
PTERS

20%


